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Researchers ID mosquito-blocking molecules in malaria study
U.S. researchers say they have discovered odor molecules in mosquitoes that block the species from using carbon dioxide sensors to signal that a human is nearby. The finding could result in the development of advanced but affordable chemicals to control mosquitoes, which carry illnesses such as malaria and West Nile virus, according to the study. Google/Agence France-Presse (6/1)

Cuts to proposed food-safety budget may hamper FDA oversight
Food-safety experts say a move by House Republicans to cut the FDA's proposed food-safety budget below current levels would jeopardize the agency's ability to protect the U.S. food supply and to comply with a law calling for increased inspections. President Barack Obama has proposed $955 million for food safety for fiscal 2012, but a House Appropriations subcommittee cut it to $750 million. The Washington Post (5/30)

Disease precautions for outdoor enthusiasts and their pets
There is an increasing awareness among campers, hikers, backpackers and other outdoor enthusiasts that while we are enjoying the open spaces that nature has provided us, we should also be aware of the risks that come with the wilderness experience and certain safety precautions should be taken. The AVMA has developed and gathered resources on some of the health concerns -- for people and their pets -- linked with outdoor activities. 

New strain of MRSA superbug found in cows
A new strain of the MRSA "superbug" has been found in British cows and is believed to be infecting humans. Environmental campaigners say the new strain has emerged because of the over-use of antibiotics by dairy farmers. (6/2)
Scientists: New MRSA strain in cow's milk unlikely to affect food chain
A research team from Cambridge University has identified a new strain of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus both in cow's milk and human samples that they say cannot be detected using standard molecular tests. One of the scientists in the study clarified that, although the discovery was "certainly worrying," the pasteurization of milk makes it unlikely that the superbug strain can affect the food chain. Reuters (6/2), TheEcologist.org (U.K.) (6/3)

Tick-borne illnesses increasingly prevalent in N.Y. region
Tick-borne illnesses, especially Lyme disease, have become endemic in New York's Mohawk Valley, says veterinarian Frank Mondi. The best lines of defense against infection are vaccination and monthly tick control treatments, Dr. Mondi notes. WKTV-TV (Utica, N.Y.) (6/1)

Dogs apply for bedbug-sniffing certification in Philadelphia
Thirty dogs and their handlers signed up for official certification as bedbug location canines, at the National Canine Conference in Philadelphia this week. To become certified, the dogs must be able to identify, through sniffing, which closed containers carry bedbugs. Google/The Associated Press (6/2)

Sri Lanka mulls stray dog sanctuaries to combat rabies
Sri Lanka said Thursday it planned to set up sanctuaries for stray dogs in a bid to remove them from the streets and tackle a growing rabies problem. Google/Agence France-Presse (5/26) 

N.D. health department cautions residents on hantavirus
The North Dakota Department of Health says people who are cleaning out cabins or other buildings that had been closed during the winter should take precautions against contracting hantavirus, a disease that can be transmitted through bites, urine or fecal droppings of infected mice. "Hantavirus infection has been associated with cleaning or occupying previously vacant cabins or other dwellings," said Michelle Feist, epidemiologist with the Department of Health's Division of Disease Control. "It's important to take precautions while cleaning buildings infested with rodents." Jamestown Sun (N.D.) (5/31)

Pet therapy offers emotional, physiological relief to patients
Animals are becoming more popular in health care as they provide therapy services to patients in settings such as pediatric units and cancer wards. According to experts, pet therapy offers emotional satisfaction as well as physiological benefits, including lower blood pressure and reduced feelings of anxiety, depression and isolation. NurseZone.com (5/27) 

Pay attention to pets' skin lesions
Most skin lesions in pets are species-specific, but microorganisms can mutate and cause infections among people who are very young, very old or have compromised immune systems, writes veterinarian Jim Evermann. Good hygiene such as proper hand washing is the best defense, he writes, and people who are worried should consult their own doctors and their pet's veterinarian. The Seattle Times/Tails of Seattle blog (5/31)


