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Rinderpest, Scourge of Cattle, is Vanquished 

On Tuesday in a ceremony in Rome, the United Nations is officially declaring that for only the second time in history, a disease has been wiped off the face of the earth. The New York Times (6/27)

Hendra virus prompts quarantine of 4 more properties in Australia
A horse that died Monday near Brisbane, Australia, after contracting Hendra virus has prompted biosecurity officials to quarantine four additional properties in the area. Six horses across the country have died so far since June 20, eight properties have been quarantined and 42 horses are being monitored for potential exposure to the virus. The Herald Sun (Melbourne, Australia)/Australian Associated Press (7/6)

Study: India's doctors need more zoonoses training
India's physicians lack the training they need to prevent and treat zoonotic diseases, according to a recent survey of medical professionals, and too often practitioners of human and animal health fail to work together on zoonoses. There are about 200 diseases that fall into the category and zoonoses are responsible for about 60% of all human infections, according to the World Health Organization. Deccan Chronicle (India) (7/6)

Officials investigate possible case of plague in Colorado
A possible outbreak of bubonic plague among prairie dogs near the South Boulder Creek Trail in Colorado is being investigated by Boulder County health officials. The illness, which is transmitted by fleas to prairie dogs and other mammals, may include signs such as swollen lymph nodes and high fever. Daily Camera (Boulder, Colo.) (7/6)

Ohio county sees first West Nile virus case in mosquito pool this year
Officials in Lake County, Ohio, have confirmed the presence of West Nile virus in a mosquito pool in Painesville Township, the first case of the illness in the county this year. The mosquito-borne disease was also detected this season in the state's Licking and Franklin counties, and affected five in-state residents, 260 mosquito pools and a horse last year. WTAM-AM (Independence, Ohio) (7/6)

Lyme disease gains a foothold in parts of the U.S.
The incidence of Lyme disease is growing at an alarming rate in many parts of the U.S. as deer ticks, which carry the potentially fatal illness, spread rapidly from east to west, experts say. Roughly 1,000 Lyme disease cases are reported each year in areas affected by deer ticks, with people who have weak immune systems being the most at risk, one expert said. HealthDay News (7/6)

Spike in Utah dogs with ticks may be tied to wet weather 

A veterinarian in Park City, Utah, reports seeing an unusually high number of dogs with ticks last month, which he says can be attributed to the wet winter and spring seasons. The state health department's epidemiologist advises residents to examine themselves and their pets to prevent catching tickborne diseases. MSNBC/The Associated Press (7/6)

Heartworm drug may be fatal to malaria-carrying mosquitoes
A drug normally used to treat heartworm in pets and river blindness in people appears to have the ability to kill mosquitoes that carry some types of malaria, said Colorado State University researchers. Researchers found that mosquito numbers were reduced by 79% within two weeks after people residing in a malaria-prone area took the drug, called ivermectin. The Denver Post (7/7)

Podcast: What MRSA means for your food 

Most people have heard of MRSA, or Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus. It's an infection commonly found in humans, but MRSA has also been found in many other species, including companion animals and livestock. This puts veterinarians at the front lines of fighting the infectious disease and transmission between animals and humans. Recently, there has been a fair amount of confusing and misleading information in the media regarding MRSA and livestock animals. In this new Chew on This podcast, Dr. Christine Hoang, assistant director of the AVMA's Scientific Activities Division, discusses everything you need to know about MRSA. AVMA Media Library

Zoonoses lost in ‘no man’s land’  

The World Health Organisation describes zoonoses as being in a “no man’s land” between physicians and animal doctors. Medical doctors believe zoonoses is something that veterinarians should deal with while veterinarians think it is part of the job of physicians. And wildlife experts, who also have a role to play, prefer to think of it as a headache doctors and vets have to deal with. DECCAN Chronicle (7/9)

FMD outbreak prompts mass animal euthanasia in Vietnam
Agricultural and animal health officials in Vietnam are dealing with a foot-and-mouth disease outbreak. According to reports over the weekend, nearly 38,000 pigs have already been culled. The disease is reported to have infected 39 provinces within the country. Dairy Herd Management magazine (7/2011)

