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Canine cancer fighting advances human treatment
Another U.S. dog is diagnosed with cancer every five seconds and certain canine cancers are very similar to human forms of the disease. As veterinary cancer specialists including the team at Ohio State University's Comprehensive Cancer Center work to treat and cure cancer in dogs, their research is helping shape human clinical trials and has led to the development of at least one cancer-fighting drug. San Francisco Chronicle/Tails of the City blog (7/18)
Ranchers watch for signs of anthrax as floodwaters recede
Livestock producers along the Missouri and other U.S. rivers that flooded this year now need to be on the lookout for signs that the waters left behind anthrax spores that could sicken their herds, says Kansas State veterinarian Larry Hollis. Animals can contract anthrax by eating spores that land in their grazing areas, and death can occur just hours after the first symptoms appear. infoZine (Kansas City, Mo.) (7/18)
Horses' fat offers rich source of stem cells
In addition to harvesting stem cells from horses' bone marrow, veterinarians can also use either a surgical incision or liposuction to harvest cells from adipose tissue. Fat from the hindquarters and a few other spots on the horse's body can yield enough cells to preclude the need to wait days or weeks for cell expansion after the harvest, and the cells have the ability to develop into bone, cartilage, muscle and tendon cells, says veterinarian Joseph Yocum, owner of Green Tree Veterinary Service and the Centre for Regenerative Medicine in Danville, Ky. The Horse (7/20)

Officials find 10 rabid bats in several Calif. homes
Tura County health officials say ten bats found recently in several Moorpark homes have tested positive for rabies. Moorpark's senior management analyst John Brand tells the Ventura County Star Wednesday that about a dozen bats were collected over a two-month period in four homes. The Sacramento Bee (Calif.)/The Associated Press (free registration) (7/20)
Shrinking sea ice sends polar bear on 426-mile swim
A female polar bear swam for a record-breaking nine days straight, traversing 426 miles (687 kilometers) of water—equivalent to the distance between Washington, D.C., and Boston, a new study says. National Geographic News (7/20)
New Conn. law calls for cross reporting of animal, child abuse
Connecticut agencies that investigate cases of suspected animal abuse will begin sharing their information with the state's child-abuse investigators under a new law that takes effect Oct. 1. "This bill sends a strong message that animal cruelty will be taken seriously in Connecticut," said state Rep. Diana Urban, who supported the law. WVIT-TV (Hartford, Conn.)/The Associated Press (7/21)
Increase in north Texas rabies cases blamed on drought
The drought in north Texas may be the catalyst for an increase in rabies cases, as veterinarians and state health officials say rabid wild animals are driven by thirst to find water in more populated areas. There have been 51 rabies cases in the north Texas area since January, compared with 25 in the same period last year. Fort Worth Star-Telegram (Texas) (7/22)
Warning issued as rabid bat reports increase in L.A. area
An increase in rabid bat reports has led officials in California's Ventura and Los Angeles counties to warn residents to avoid them. Health officials say they usually find eight to 10 rabid bats in a year, but so far in 2011 a dozen have been reported. "These numbers do not mean that the public should become alarmed. Most bats do not have rabies," said L.A. County Department of Public Health director Dr. Jonathan Fielding. Los Angeles Times/L.A Now blog (7/22) 

Australian officials confirm first case of Hendra antibodies in a dog
A dog under quarantine for the Hendra virus in Australia has tested positive for antibodies to the disease, the first time Hendra has been detected in an animal other than horses, flying foxes and humans, Australian health officials say. "This means that at some point the dog has been exposed to the virus, but to our knowledge has shown no signs of illness," said Queensland's chief veterinary officer, Rick Symons. ABC (Australia) (7/26) 

