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As a graduate of the Veterinary Faculty of the Ludwig Maximilians University of Munich, Germany, Anita Michel
started her professional career in 1988 with a research project in molecular virology at the Max-Planch Institute
for Virology in Martinsried, Germany, and subsequently obtained the degree of Dr med vet from above university.
In the following year she joined the Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute (OVI) in South Africa as a junior veterinary
researcher in virology. Following six years of epidemiological research and development of a diagnostic test for
bovine malignant catarrhal fever Dr. MicheI switched to the Bacteriology department within the OVI to conduct
research and diagnostics on mycobacterial diseases. During the next 7 years promotion to senior researcher, head
of the Tuberculosis Laboratory, head of the Bacteriology Department and subsequently program manager of the
overarching research program on veterinary public health and food safety followed. A division in her professional
focus between research and diagnostics including ISO accreditation of all laboratories under her supervision, the
completion of her PhD thesis on bovine tuberculosis (Utrecht University, The Netherlands) had to wait until 2008.
In May 2009 Dr Michel took up an academic position as Associate Professor at the Faculty of Veterinary Science of
the University of Pretoria where she now teaches veterinary students and continues her research on bovine
tuberculosis and brucellosis. From here Prof Michel expanded her interest into the field of One Health and the
impact of zoonotic diseases at the wildlife/livestock/human interface.
Dr.  Michel’s 60 peer reviewed publications reflect the clear emphasis of her research career over the past 22 years
on animal tuberculosis and its implications on wild and domestic animals as well as humans. Publications, FAO
expert consultancies, invitations as keynote speaker (e.g. the IVth International Mycobacterium bovis conference)
and a steadily expanding network of national and international collaborators facilitated successful application for
research grants and were instrumental in gaining international recognition and rating (B2) by the National
Research Foundation. Most recently, in September 2012, Prof Michel hosted the 1 st International Wildlife
Tuberculosis Conference in the Kruger National Park, South Africa, where 120 delegates from 22 countries
gathered to exchange the latest research knowledge.

Abstract:
In recent years it has become evident that the role of wildlife in the epidemiology of bovine tuberculosis (BTB) has
been greatly underestimated, both in developing countries as well as in the developed world. With the breakdown
of traditional control programs and the lack of an effective vaccine, it is almost impossible for affected countries to
eradicate or even prevent the further spread of this chronic disease.
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