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Study: Organic poultry farms see fewer drug-resistant strains 

Researchers saw a dramatic drop in certain strains of drug-resistant bacteria at 10 large-scale poultry operations that recently converted to organic practices, which preclude the use of antibiotics, according to a study published this week in Environmental Health Perspectives. "We were surprised to see that the differences were so significant across several different classes of antibiotics even in the very first flock of birds that was produced after the transition to organic standards," said researcher Amy Sapkota. National Public Radio/Shots blog (8/10), FastCompany.com (8/10)

Should dogs sleep on the bed? 

Recent research on the dangers of pets spreading diseases to humans when they're allowed to sleep on the bed hasn't swayed the majority of pet owners, 79% of whom said it's not unhealthy to let pets sleep with people. "The benefits of having a pet, whether or not you sleep with it, far outweigh the negatives, which are quite uncommon," said Houston veterinarian and AVMA Immediate Past President Larry Kornegay, who advises common-sense precautions including washing hands after playing with pets and regular veterinary visits to ensure pets are healthy. Mesquite Local News (Nev.) (8/10)
Riding program helps disabled students find balance
 Students with a host of physical, developmental and learning disabilities are finding help at Handi-Rider of northern California, which specializes in horse-assisted therapeutic activities. "As they learn to handle the horse, they develop pride in their accomplishments and gain self-assurance. The trust grows, and it's amazing to watch the change from week one to week eight how their whole outlook on life changes," said executive director Suzanne Bernard. Chico Enterprise-Record (Calif.) (8/11)
Health officials raise encephalitis risk in several Mass. towns 

Public health officials in Massachusetts detected more mosquitoes infected with Eastern equine encephalitis in the towns of Raynham and Easton on Thursday, and they've raised the risk of infection from the mosquito-borne disease in several communities in the area. "The greater the number of infected mosquitoes, the greater the risk to people, so preventing mosquito bites becomes even more important," said the state's chief disease tracker, Alfred DeMaria. The Boston Globe/Daily Dose blog (free registration) (8/11)
Migrant worker dies from rabies; 41 Md. residents get vaccines after bat exposure 

A migrant farm worker who contracted rabies from a vampire bat bite while in Mexico died in Louisiana this week, the first death in the U.S. from an aggressive variant of the virus that has an incubation period of just 15 days. Separately, 41 residents of two apartment complexes in the Aberdeen, Md., area have begun the vaccination process after officials determined that bat infestations in their buildings may have exposed them to rabies. The Sun (Baltimore) (8/11), Google/Agence France-Presse (8/11)
Officials drop rabies vaccines for raccoons in Pa. counties 

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture has begun its 10th annual airdrop of rabies vaccines for raccoons in several counties, as part of a program to cut the rates of the disease in wildlife and reduce risk to the people and pets with which the animals come in contact. The medicine is wrapped in tasty treats that are good for raccoons but can cause stomach irritation and diarrhea if they're eaten by pets, says veterinary medical field officer Erin Moore. Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (8/12)
4-year-old dies of Eastern equine encephalitis 


A 4-year-old New Haven, N.Y., girl died Sunday after contracting Eastern equine encephalitis, the fifth New York state resident in 40 years to die from the rare but serious mosquito-borne infection. About a third of those infected die from the disease, and most who survive it sustain significant brain damage. The Post-Standard (Syracuse, N.Y.) (8/15)
Sick Gulf fish show up in greater numbers 1 year after oil spill 


One year after the massive BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, greater numbers of fish are turning up with lesions, fin rot and infections, CBS correspondent and veterinarian Debbye Turner Bell reports. Researchers can't say for certain that the oil spill is causing the illnesses, but the highest numbers of affected red snapper and other fish are being caught in the areas most affected by the spill, said Louisiana State University oceanography professor Jim Cowan. CBS News (8/15)
Wind farms may pose a growing threat to migratory birds 

As California works to cut pollution by replacing fossil fuels with wind power, the growing number of wind farms are proving hazardous to migratory birds, including protected eagles, owls and hawks. A 225,000-acre property north of Los Angeles that has been identified as a prime area for future wind farms is also a key hunting ground birds of prey and a layover spot for birds migrating between Canada and Mexico. FoxNews.com (8/16)
Dogs will help sniff out contamination causes in Mich. lake 

The health department in Ottawa County, Mich., has launched a study into a contaminated lake that will incorporate dogs trained to use their sense of smell to identify specific pollutants. The team hopes to get to the bottom of what's causing an ongoing pollution problem in Lake Macatawa, which has been closed because of high E. coli levels several times in recent years. The Grand Rapids Press (Mich.) (8/17)
Study sheds new light on dogs' ability to detect lung cancer 

A study published in the European Respiratory Journal offers insight on dogs' ability to sniff out lung cancer. Though previous studies have shown the possibilities, this research found that dogs were equally accurate in identifying smokers and nonsmokers. "This is a big step forward in the diagnosis of lung cancer, but we still need to precisely identify the compounds observed in the exhaled breath of patients," said author Thorsten Walles, MD, of Schillerhoehe Hospital in Gerlingen, Germany. MedPage Today (free registration) (8/18)
Warming climate sends animals to higher ground, research shows 

Many animal species have moved their habitats either uphill or farther from the equator in search of cooler climates as the Earth warms, and they're moving more quickly than scientists first thought, according to researchers from Britain and Taiwan. Habitat shifts were greater in areas where temperatures have risen more, but migration to cooler areas isn't universal and some species moved to warmer areas, researchers found. CNN (8/18)

